


Moral compasses are 

definit ive attributes of 

human existence. Though 

conscious restrictions are 

diff icult to comprehend 

while we feel the constant 

push and pull  of our 

intentions. When tragedy 

strikes, our notions of 

r ight and wrong can be 

altered and misunderstood, 

bringing us to the end of 

our understanding. 

Every individual holds a 

moral compass unique to 

them. Lost Roots presents 

a story in efforts to 

encourage individuals to 

discover the workings of 

their inner compass, in 

hopes to l ift themselves up 

in t imes of despair .

If  we can learn to cope 

with the struggles of 

pain and sorrow within 

our hearts,  together we 

may lead a generation of 

strong-wil led sons and 

daughters. Starting with 

the formation of our own 

moral principles to pass 

down for generations.





STORYBOARD
SKETCHES

The early development of Lost 

Roots began with rough drawings 

and i l lustrations of the characters 

and settings envisioned. By 

experimenting with several 

character styles, the focus was to 

create a clean and simple design 

that would not extract the focus 

from the story l ine, but provide 

a vehicle to tel l  the story 

effectively. 





Conscious questioning of 

ourselves and  our intentions 

often rises in times of isolation, 

where we burry ourselves deep 

in reflection. Therefor the story 

starts with the main character 

alone in the hollow woods, 

tinkering with some unknown 

object. A flashback then appears 

to trace the object to its roots 

of significance.
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Morality is a concept that is 

can be  inherited by parents or 

guardians. In order to narrate 

a concept on moral principles, 

the story revolves around the 

relationship between a father 

and son. This segment presents a 

father spending quality time with 

his son, showing him the beauties 

and dangers of the forest.
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The problem presented with 

consciousness is that there are no  

concrete elements that advise us of 

the consequences of our actions - 

providing that we are to question the 

implications as individuals. Therefore 

the son loses his father to a heart 

attack, and is given the compass that 

represents the father’s principles of 

life. Only to leave the son questioning 

its complexity.
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Flashforward, to where the 

story started in the hollow 

woods. The son is startled by 

the owl he once saw with this 

father. Agitated by the recalled 

memory of his lost father and 

the defective compass, the son 

then throws the compass at 

the owl in frustration.
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Frustration and rage tend to 

blur our moral perspectives, 

causing us to take action without 

precaution. After throwing the 

compass, the son’s attention is 

then focused back on the cave 

his father had steered him away 

from. Entering the cave, the son 

is driven out by an aggressive 

swarm of ravens. 
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When we become aware of immoral 

choices, the burden can grow into 

a force that becomes destructive 

and hazardous in our lives. The son’s 

choice to disobey his father results 

in his need to run from the hoard of 

ravens .The son then finds himself 

at the end of the forest, forced to 

confront the results of his actions



When at the edge of the forest, 

once again the son encounters 

the owl. Holding the compass, the 

owl represents the embodiment 

of the son’s father. The boy then 

stands conflicted between the 

thought of his lost father and the 

swarm of ravens. The two entities 

then clash, surrounding the boy, 

depicting a mental breakdown.
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Holding the compass once again, 

the boy finds that it points to a 

vision of his father. Acting in full 

effect, the compass shows that the 

son is to break free from the mental 

breakdown and reconcile with this 

father. Realizing his father is truly 

gone, the son is able to follow the 

compass himself, in hopes that it will 

lead him onto his own path towards 

truth and understanding.
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CONCEPT ART

In order to display an emotional 

connection to the audience, Lost 

Roots provides various scenes and 

environments careful ly considered 

to reflect the story. Testing color 

schemes and creating intriguing 

perspectives is a crucial part in 

the tel l ing of this story. 
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Scene 1

The forest in this scene is created to generate a sense 

of comfort and bliss, reflecting the loving relationship 

between the father and the son. In various instances 

the father appears with a radiating glow surrounding 

his figure, signifying the importance of the father’s 

character in the son’s flashback.
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Scene 2

The death of the father is performed within the 

confides of an empty room, this way the interaction 

between the father and the son becomes very 

personal and intimate. The color scheme is very 

neutral to provide a very disheartening effect, but 

still remains warm to capture to loving relationship 

between the two.
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Scene 3

After losing his father, the boy wanders off to the 

forest alone at night. The forest now holds a cold blue 

color scheme to contrast the earlier time when he was 

in the forest with his father. Alone and depressed, the 

setting now reflects the emptiness and loss the son 

feels for his father.
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Scene 4

Upon entering the cave, the atmosphere becomes 

dark and eerie. By utilizing reds and sharp lines within 

the roots and branches, the environment presents a 

very hostile tone. The sharp roots and the piercing 

eyes of the ravens give the sense of imminent danger 

directed towards the son.
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Scene 5

After escaping the cave, dawn approaches. The 

shift in atmosphere provides the anticipation of a 

climactic event, utilizing a purple color scheme to 

give a sense of mystery and mysticism. While running, 

the atmosphere begins to shift into a warmer tone, 

signifying the long duration of the son’s escape.
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HOW IT’S MADE

Lost Roots was created uti l izing 

traditional frame by frame animation. 

This means that each movement is 

individually drawn over a span of 

25 frames per second. Using Adobe 

Photoshop and a Wacom tablet, 

the movements are al l  hand drawn 

and colored. The average scene 

is between 5-7 seconds, once 

animated, the scene is then 

exported into After Effects to 

create the f inal render.





In order to understand the 

movements, each animation 

is roughly drawn into the 

environment. By sketching 

a rough skeleton of each 

movement, the drawings 

are then placed within a 

time line to visualize the 

transitions. After drawing 

the entirety of the scene, 

the figures are then colored 

over. Then all element of 

the character (cloak, gloves, 

arms, face) are drawn 

over the skeleton within 

the time line to match the 

original movement. Color 

overlays and shadows are 

then added on top of the 

animated figure.
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Foreground Background

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

To bring the 

environment to life, 

the scenes are created 

in parallax form. Each 

layer of the setting 

moves individually 

within 3D space. The 

movement speed of 

the layer depends on 

its position from the 

foreground to 

the background



Because free will, though it makes evil 

possible, is also the only thing that 

makes possible any love or goodness 

or joy worth having.

- C.S. Lewis

“

”


